implementation, ecosystem-based management should be adopted in the Arctic to protect the region's biodiversity and other marine resources.

Introduction
The Arctic is undergoing rapid changes, many of which pose threats to Arctic biodiversity. One of the leading causes is climate change, which is altering the marine environment and opening the region to increasing human use by reducing sea ice. Multiple governance frameworks have been established in the Arctic, but none of them specifically address risks to biodiversity, especially in areas beyond national jurisdiction. While the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea is the overarching framework, its provisions may not be specific enough to ensure sufficient protective measures are taken on the short timescale necessary to protect regional biodiversity. The Convention on Biological Diversity provides a framework for protecting biodiversity within state jurisdiction, but many Arctic species are migratory and cross state boundaries. Legal efforts to protect the polar bear, including the Agreement on the Conservation of Polar Bears, highlight the complexity of preservation measures, both in terms of the numerous factors that must be considered and the enormity of the risks that must be mitigated. In addition, any governance provisions enacted in the area require an implementation body.
Too many aspects of the Arctic marine environment are being affected at too rapid a pace for a species-by-species, sector-by-sector management approach to succeed. Rather, a comprehensive management system that accounts for all effects, both human and non-human, is needed.
The Arctic Faces Multiple Emerging Threats
The Arctic marine environment faces a myriad of threats and stressors. First, there are the direct threats of a changing environment which pose a particular risk to slowly adapting Arctic species that live in extreme conditions. Sea ice is decreasing, both in cover and thickness, which affects the ability of species to hunt and/or reproduce and reduces sea ice algae, a fundamental
